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JUDGE JONATHAN LEHAN TO RETIRE FROM THE 

MENDOCINO COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT  

 
 

After twenty years on the bench, coastal Superior Court Judge Jonathan Lehan announced today 

that he will be retiring on March 4, 2011.  Judge Lehan was unanimously appointed by the 

county Board of Supervisors in November, 1990, and assigned to the Ten Mile Justice Court.  

Lehan has been elected to four additional six-year terms, serving as a Municipal Court Judge 

from 1996 - 1998 and a Superior Court Judge from1998 to the present. During his tenure as 

judge he has presided over all matters in the Fort Bragg branch of the superior court as well as 

sitting monthly in Point Arena. 

 

Prior to his appointment as Judge, Lehan served as a Mendocino County Deputy District 

Attorney from 1973 - 1983, opening and then administering the Fort Bragg office in 1976.  He 

was in sole private law practice and then partner in the law office of Lehan & Kronfeld from 

1983 – 1990. 

 

Lehan had previously served as Judicial Clerk for two Justices of the District Court of Appeal.  

He was Law Review Editor at California Western School of Law, graduating in 1971.  He taught 

law classes at several community colleges, and has presented several programs for the California 

Judges Association and Center for Judicial Education and Research.  He was a faculty member 

of the California Judicial College at UC Berkeley in 1993.  Lehan has been named to both Who’s 

Who in America, and Who’s Who in American Law. 

 

During his 20 years on the bench, Lehan was instrumental in taking the coastal court from the 

Ten Mile Justice Court to a full Superior Court Department.  Court services in Fort Bragg were 

expanded to include felony and misdemeanor criminal cases, juvenile delinquency and 

dependency matters, domestic violence and family law cases, probate and civil cases.  Judge 

Lehan also administered a branch of the Drug Court, and now presides over the Teen Court 

program in Fort Bragg. 
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“It has been my unique privilege to have been able to serve the people of the coast and the 

county for so many years,” stated Judge Lehan. I was fortunate as a young deputy district 

attorney in the early 70s to have been assigned to establish the DA’s coastal office. My family 

moved with me to Fort Bragg, and we have enjoyed living here ever since and participating in so 

many community activities. “I’m also grateful to have served with outstanding judges and staff 

members.  At 63, as I approach the youth of old age, the prospect of leisure time for family, 

music studies, books, and travel is simply irresistible to me at this point in my life. I leave with 

full confidence that our court will continue to be responsive to the needs of our community.”  

 

Judge Lehan has been married to his high school sweetheart, Annett, for 40 years.  They have 

two married children. 

 

The Superior Court of California, County of Mendocino is committed to ensuring open access to 

a system of unified and equal justice for all.  The Ten Mile Branch Court will remain a “full 

service” court even after Judge Lehan’s retirement.   


